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“Genius™ has several meanings. A “certified genius” — a term I
learned from Martin Kamen who was one — would be, for example,
someone with a photographic memory who graduates from MIT at
the age of 16 with a 4.0 grade average.

A more prevalent and far more important “genius” is of the
Thomas Edison type — an intellect and a leader of men who, with the
help of a few men whom he selected, taught, and led, made possible
revolutionary advances in technology that greatly enriched us all.

Similar singular or handfuls of “geniuses™ made possible the
conquest of the air — from passenger planes to the SR-71, the
Lmanned trips to the moon, nuclear explosives. nuclear electric
power, polio vaceine, sequencing of the human genome, assem-
bly-line production, the microelectronics revolution, and many other
seminal advances that have greatly improved the human condition,

Genius is not, of course, only extant in a few people. Hundreds
of thousands of geniuses of varied abilities have worked to produce
the miraculous civilization in which we are all privileged to live.

The people of the United States are now engaged in a great na-
tional debate — the outcome of which will decide the fate of a great
nation and of the people of many other nations. This debate is —
quite simply — a disagreement over whether individual men should
live in freedom or in slavery. Those now in power in Washington
prefer slavery — the rule of an oligarchical gaggle of socialist, faseist,
and Marxist ideologues, themselves controlled by a ruling statist
elite. Their opponents prefer freedom, with government providing
primarily just physical security for the nation and a system of justice
that referees the actions and interactions of free men.

Two ways of evaluating the merits of freedom or slavery are dis-
cussed — which one is “morally right,” and which one “works best.”

While America’s Founding Fathers considered both, their most
remembered writings take the moral high ground. They concluded
that the fundamental right of freedom is given to man by his Creator
along with the gift of life. “Moral rightness™ flowing from God
Himself was, to them, supreme. The fact that freedom also “works
best” was formunate but not the deciding argument,

For more than 2(N) years, the statists in America have fought to
OVCTCOIIE IS conelusion. For s reasoll, They have been vinulent
opponents of the Christian faith, which was the faith of the founders.
Other faiths, such as the Muslim or the Hindu, are less opposed or
are even promoted by statists because these oppose Christianity,

It is just not possible for government to enslave men whose alle-
giance is to a higher power than govermmment — except when govern-
ment adopis the mantle of religion, a possibility the Founders tried
hard 1o guard against,

Freedom is morally right. So, if morals are the arbiter, slavery
loses. To be sure, in the 18th century and before, people of all races
were enslaved throughout the world. The British people and, not
long after, the American people comected this among themselves.
\ [ hey were able to correct it because they placed the higher value on
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moral arguments.

A strategic victory in the current contest has, however, been won
by the statists in that morality and faith have largely been banished
from the debate. Most of the discussion is about what “works best.”
Morality is simple. What works best — cause and effect in human af-
fairs — 15, however, much more complex. It 15 easily misrepresented
to ordinary people.

It would, I think, be helpful for Americans to think more about
their geniuses. The preat advances of our civilization required — first
— the genius to show a new way, and — second — the industrial power
of the United States to implement it That indusrdal power was
much higher because of American freedom, but understanding this
is complex. Sometimes this industrial power was mobilized by gov-
emment itself, as in the case of nuclear explosives and high-perfor-
mance airplanes — in providing for national defense. More often, it
was mobilized privately for profit.

Without genius, however, there would have been nothing for
which to mobilize — and genius arises far more often in an atmo-
sphere of freedom. Ideas can come to any well-prepared mind, but
the courage and ability to pursue those ideas in a useful way — ideas
that are, by definition, unusual — arises in free men. It is suppressed
in slaves, so fewer unusual new ideas are pursued by them.

Under slavery, the direction of the group sinks to the lowest
common denominator of the enslaving group and is, moreover, dis-
torted by the perceived self interests of that group, When, at age 30,
[ found myself responsible for obtaining the funds for the research
institute that Linus Pauling and 1 cofounded, I quickly learned the
situation of new ideas. At first, I sought both government and pri-
vate support. | soon leamed the practical difference — my under-
standing of the moral difference came later.

The dead hands of government committees were largely indiffer-
ent to innovation. They followed primarily the fads of the day. It
was free men who had eamed the capital they controlled — whether
the few who were relatively wealthy or the 50,000 whose donations
averaged about $20 each — who supported our work.

Neor is this just a financial phenomenon. Free minds think free

leadership, dreams, and perseverance of the geniuses among us —
great and small — require individual human freedom. Politically or
economically enslaved people rarely combine these qualities.

Statists understand this very well. The suppression of genius is
fine with them. They fear genius. Free men may change the world
and endanger their special privileges. Statists promote the status quo.
They prefer not to discuss “what might have been” — only how
“what is” may be better controlled.

America still has her geniuses, but the taxation, regulation, and
government-sponsored litigation of the statists have weakened them
and deprived them of resources. The future of our country requires
that we release them from this slavery — that we set them free. )
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Richard Lindzen of MIT and coworkers and other scientists have

lomg predicted that the temperature effect of higher atmospheric lev-

els of carbon dioxide, CO2, will actually be even less than the al-

ready low greenhouse heat-trapping effect of the weak greenhouse

gas COz alone, much less the amplified effect predicted by United
Nations reports — and the “global climate models™ on which these
reports are based. See “Environmental Effects of Increased Atmo-
spheric Carbon Dioxide™ by A. B. Robinson, N. E. Robinson, and
W. Soon, JAPS 12 (2007) 79-90, Figure 18 and text, available from
www.petitionproject.org for five peer-reviewed references to this
work and to other data referenced below.

Now, in “On the Determination of Climate Feedbacks from






